The American Revolution: Path to World War
Introduction (0:00-8:02)
· December 1776- along the French coast a shipment of rifles, uniforms, gunpowder, and ammunition was being shipped to America from France
· The Americans needed money and a navy to compete with England- Benjamin Franklin (the most famous revolutionary leader in Europe) went to France to solicit support from France
· People in France were wondering why Franklin was there

· France was a deeply divided nation- extreme wealth and extreme poor

· The poor in France were enthusiastic for Thomas Paine’s Common Sense and the American Revolution

· Franklin had to be careful in France because he ultimately wanted the king to support him in overturning another king

· Around the common people, Franklin dressed plainly- and the way he dressed, like a backwoodsman, became a fad (women wore their hair like Franklin’s hat)

· Despite the fact that Franklin was asking for help to support the overthrow of another king, French support was only possible because the French hated the English so much

· The Comp de Vergennes was the one behind the supply assistance given by the French and he hated the English

· King Louis XVI refused to meet with Franklin- so Franklin waited for a big victory to present his request to the French

· In America, Washington had trouble feeding and supplying the army

· Disease ridden, starving, poorly supplied, and with few recruits, the Continental Army was in trouble

· Enlistment bonuses, higher pay, and enlistment in lieu of corporal punishment was being offered

Fall of Fort Ticonderoga (8:02-15:31)
· Swaying the French to support the Americans would require an American victory
· June 1777, South of Montreal- British General John Burgoyne had returned to the colonies in the north
· Burgoyne was a gentleman, gambler, military man, playwright

· Cocky Burgoyne bet that he could win the war by Christmas

· He hoped to take the Hudson River to separate the northern and southern colonies

· Separating the colonies would prevent communication 

· Burgoyne was to march south to meet with Howe’s force that was to march north from New York City

· Burgoyne’s first task was to retake Fort Ticonderoga from the Americans (Gibraltar of North America- most spectacular fort)

· July 2, 1777- General Burgoyne’s force of 8,000 headed towards Fort Ticonderoga against 2,500 colonials

· Skirmishes broke out around the fort and British sniped at the Americans

· The fort was on a peninsula but large hills around it were wide open

· Burgoyne brought cannons to the top of nearby Mt. Defiance aiming at the fort leaving the American’s defenseless and they retreated without a fight

· In France, Franklin continued to watch the mail to monitor the war and wait for his opportunity to pitch for support

· 7,000 British were headed south towards New York City

· Howe was torn- he was supposed to march north to meet Burgoyne but really wanted to take Philadelphia

Brandywine Creek (15:31-24:06)
· Both France and England surrounded Franklin with spies to try and figure out why he was in France (his own secretary was a spy for England)
· In America- Howe’s forces of 13,000 troops in 260 ships headed to Philadelphia (capital, in center of the colonies, and political center) and decided to abandon Burgoyne
· August 22, 1777 in Pennsylvania- Washington heard of the British movement towards Philadelphia

· September 11, 1777 at Chadd’s Ford, Pennsylvania Washington positioned his forces on the banks of Brandywine Creek (where there were only a few crossing points)

· Finally the British arrived and the battle ensued and 25,000 men fought
· The Continental Army made a startling discovery- many of the guns that had been given by the French didn’t work (wrong cartridges, wrong size shot)
· The British had a new, lighter, and more accurate gun (Patrick Ferguson invented)
· Washington was nearly killed but he was spared by the British because it was dishonorable to kill an officer at that time

· At 4pm the Continental Army began to break- to that point they had only been fighting half of Howe’s army (the other half of which was now arriving after flanking them)

· 1,000 Americans were captured or killed and Washington retreated, giving up Philadelphia

· When word of the loss arrived to Franklin, he spun it to sound as if the American’s had won
Battle of Freeman’s Farm (24:06-33:22)
· Without any knowledge that Howe had abandoned him, Burgoyne prepared to march towards New York City
· 500 natives from the Iroquois joined Burgoyne’s men

· Each native nation had to choose sides (nearly no groups remained neutral and overwhelmingly most joined the British)

· Natives decided who to join by how it would impact their own situation- a British victory was often the best way to prevent western expansion

· Burgoyne issued a proclamation- that he had commanded the native savages to attack with ferocity
· The natives resorted to scalping- which disgusted Burgoyne

· Propaganda stories spread that blood thirsty Indians killed Jane McCray- Burgoyne was blamed

· The killing of McCray caused men to pour into American camps and enlist

· Horatio Gates- born a bastard in England, saw war as his opportunity to gain glory and fame and sought to become the commander of the American Army and probably to lead the new nation

· Gates knew Burgoyne well since they served together in the Seven Years War- looked forward to defeating him

· Gates moved his army to an area that he knew the British had to pass near Saratoga

· Burgoyne was not reinforced but decided to push forward anyways

· The royal patrol found a note on a tree “Thus far shalt thou go and no further”

· Horatio Gates decided to attack the British south of Saratoga at Freeman’s Farm

· Gates had a secret weapon- and elite force sent by Washington- Daniel Morgan’s riflemen

· Morgan was a Virginian and witnessed the fighting style of the natives during the French and Indian War
· He attacked in guerilla warfare- they fired from trees and behind cover
· They also began killing officers

· Within a short time, every British officer was killed but one and 600 men were killed

· At 4pm the Americans fell back

· The British learned that the rebels would not give up easily

· With new enlistments the American Army grew to 10,000

Battle of Saratoga (33:22-44:47)
· Benedict Arnold (of CT) now saw the opportunity to prove himself militarily
· Arnold had helped at Fort Ticonderoga two years earlier but the credit went to Ethan Allen
· Arnold now saw the opportunity to get credit for victory

· Gates and Arnold talked strategy over dinner in Saratoga but an argument broke out that ended in a shouting match- Gates ordered Arnold out, insulted him, and ordered him to stay in his quarters

· Arnold knew that the Americans would lose if they listened to Gates and defied his orders

· Burgoyne soon learned that Howe would not be reinforcing him but he decided to push forward at Saratoga to gain fame and glory for himself

· Burgoyne attacked at Bemis Heights (just south of Saratoga)

· October 7, 1777 Burgoyne sent a reconnaissance force of 1,500, which faced 2,400 colonials

· On the field, Benedict Arnold in defiance of Gates led a charge and positioned snipers around the area- the new style of warfare won the skirmish for the Americans (they also killed a key Officer)

· Arnold ordered that his men kill Frasier (it took 3 shots) and without him, the British were leaderless and didn’t know what to do.  They retreated

· Arnold was shot in the leg- when asked he said it is a shame that it wasn’t his heart

· With the American win the British hope to take the Hudson River ended
· Horatio Gates took all of the credit and did not even mention Benedict Arnold in winning the battle- this once again deeply troubled and infuriated Arnold
· After a 7-month campaign, General Burgoyne surrendered 6,000 soldiers

· In England nobody celebrated the victory at Philadelphia and they blamed Howe for Burgoyne’s surrender

· In France- Franklin was now ready to report this to the king and ask for France’s help

· The victory at Saratoga solidified France’s alliance with America- it was just what Louis XVI wanted to hear

· France pledged its army and navy to the American cause

· Gate’s victory once again forced the question as to who should lead the Americans
